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Road categories

Function and use of the road should be in balance

Gray roads: design and function not in balance

Make clear choices in road type based on the function of the road

Design a road in such a way that certain characteristics are 
always used (recognisability)
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Road categories

• Three categories

• Through roads

• Distributor roads

• Access roads
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• Categorisation of roads

• Essential characteristics

Publication Essential 
Characteristics Road design



Categorisation of roads
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Categorisation 
Road Network

Essential 
characteristics

Design 
guidelines

Essential characteristics
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Sustainable safety 

1. Recognisable road types

2. No conflicts with oncoming traffic

3. No conflicts with crossing traffic

4. Separation of types of traffic

5. No obstacles on the roadside

6. Road should fit into the surroundings
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Essential characteristics

Elements that are 

always present or never present in the

design of a type of road
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Essential characteristics

• Recognisability ór

• Safe performance ór

• Both
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Categorisation 

Road Network

Essential 

characteristics

Design
guidelines

Sustainable

safety
Ideal

Minimum Compensation+

19

Essential characteristics
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Access road inside build-up areas Ideal
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Access road inside build-up areas Ideal
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Compensation

Access road inside build-up areas Minimum
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Access road inside build-up areas Minimum
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Distributor road inside build-up areas Ideal
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Distributor road inside build-up areas Ideal
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Compensation

Distributor road inside build-up areas Minimum
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Distributor road inside build-up areas Minimum
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Compensation

Access road outside build-up areas Ideal
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Access road outside build-up areas Ideal
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Compensation

Access road outside build-up areas Ideal
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Access road outside build-up areas Ideal



24

Distributor road outside build-up areas Ideal
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Distributor road outside build-up areas Ideal
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Compensation

Distributor road outside build-up areas Minimum
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Compenserende 
maatregelen

Distributor road outside build-up areas Minimum
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Through road outside build-up areas Ideal
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Through road outside build-up areas Ideal
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Compensation

Through road outside build-up areas Minimum
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Through road outside build-up areas Minimum
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Road design guidelines

• Categorisation

• Essential characteristics

• Translation into Geometric design guidelines


